430                 The Duke of Cumberland.          [A.D. 1775.
punishing for his cruelties in Scotland, in 1746'. There was nothing peculiarly remarkable this day; but the general contemplation of insanity was very affecting. I accompanied him home, and dined and drank tea with him.
Talking of an acquaintance of ours2, distinguished for knowing an uncommon variety of miscellaneous articles both in antiquities and polite literature, he observed,' You know, Sir, he runs about with little weight upon his mind.' And talking of another very ingenious gentleman3, who from the warmth of his temper was at variance with many of his acquaintance, and wished to avoid them, he said, 'Sir, he leads the life of an outlaw.'
On Friday, May 12*, as he had been so good as to assign
1  My very honourable friend General Sir George  Howard, who served in the Duke of Cumberland's army, has assured me that the cruelties were not imputable to his Royal Highness.    BOSWELL. Horace Walpole shews the Duke's cruelty to his own soldiers.   ' In the late rebellion some recruits had been raised under a positive engagement of dismission at the end of three years.   When the term was expired they thought themselves at liberty, and some of them quitted the corps.    The Duke ordered them to be tried as deserters, and not having received a legal discharge, they were condemned. Nothing could mollify him;  two were executed.'    Memoirs of the Reign of George II, ii. 203.
2  It has been suggested that this is Dr. Percy (see post, April 23, 1778), but Percy was more than 'an acquaintance of ours,' he was a friend.
3  Very likely Mr. Steevens. Seefast, April 13,1778, and May 15,1784. * On this day Johnson wrote to Mrs. Thrale:—' Boswell has made
me promise not to go to Oxford till he leaves London ; I had no great reason for haste, and therefore might as well gratify a friend. I am always proud and pleased to have my company desired. Boswell would have thought my absence a loss, and I know not who else would have considered my presence as profit. He has entered himself at the Temple, and I joined in his bond. He is to plead before the Lords, and hopes very nearly to gain the cost of his journey. He lives much with his friend Paoli.' Piozzi Letters, i. 216. Boswell wrote to Temple on June 6:—' For the last fortnight that I was in London I lay at Paoli's house, and ha'd the command of his coach.... I felt more dignity when I had several servants at my devotion, a large apartment, and the convenience and state of a coach. I recol-
meedlam.'   Churchill, in /W«yV//(/W/,c it'oem'*, it. loyj, write-*: 'To Hetlttrm with htm   give him whip-* and straw, I'm very sensible he's mad in law,'as the most honourable, perhaps tlu-y who wrote the paper tan not now remember. Had they expected a lawsuit to have been
